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National Commission for Science and 
Technology (NCST)

Malawi University of Business and
Applied Sciences (MUBAS)

Malawi University of Science and 
Technology (MUST)

Lilongwe University of Agriculture and 
Natural Sciences (LUANAR)

University of Malawi (Unima)

S/N Institution Logos
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DEK Engineering

Innovative Power Solutions

Mzuzu Unirvesity (Mzuni)

Kamuzu University of Health Sciences 
(KuHES)
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DAY 1:  Wednesday 30th August 2023
Defining the theme & Meeting Goals, Keynote Addresses

Arrival and registration 

Remarks by the Director
of Ceremonies

 
Catherine Chaweza

Dr. Moses Alobo
 

 

Ms. Kedest Tesfagiorgis 

  

Welcoming Remarks
by NCST

Remarks by CEO, SFA

Remarks by AUDA‑NEPAD

Key Note Address 

Remarks by Secretary

for Education 

8:30‑8:35

8:35‑8:40

8:40‑8:50

8:50–9:00

9:00–9:15

9:15‑9:18

Gift A. Kadzamira

Prof. Aggrey Ambali

Ms. Chikondano Mussa

8

GCM Secretariat 

TIME                                            ACTIVITY              RESPONSIBLE

  

Remarks by  Board 

Chairperson

9:18‑9:28

Prof. Emmanuel Kaunda

8:00‑8:30

and Speeches

PROGRAMME
Bingu International Convention Center (BICC), Lilongwe
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Unveiling of GC Malawi

supported by entertainment

Interlude - Daughter’s Band

Group Photo & Press

Interviews

Health Break

9:28-9:40
Official Launch by

Minister of Education 

Hon. Madalitso 
Kambauwa  Wirima

Minister Assisted
by MC
 

9

10: 20-10:30

10: 00-10:20

Defining GCM Themes and 
Announcement of the GCM
Call on Energy

Dr. Henderson
Chimoyo

10:30-10:40

10:40-11:20

Presentation of the Online
Grants Management System

Mr. Zackie Kantchowa 

Panel discussion 1: Prospects 

for research and innovation 

development in Africa and

lessons learned from the

Grand Challenges National

Programs - Rwanda,

South Africa and Ethiopia

Moderator: 

Simon Ndoria

Panelists for first

session :

Dr Shallo Daba - 

Ethiopia;

Dr Louis Sibomana - 

Rwanda

Ms Zoleka Ngcete - 

South Africa

th
Launch of GC Malawi, Bingu International Convention Centre (BICC), Lilongwe, 30 August 2023

l

l

l



LAUNCH PROGRAM
GRAND CHALLENGES MALAWI

39 30th August, 2023

LAUNCH PROGRAM
GRAND CHALLENGES MALAWI

39 30th August, 2023

st
DAY 2:  THURSDAY 31  AUGUST 2023

08:30-09:00 Excursion to Lake Malawi 

for International visitors GC Malawi Secretariat

GC Malawi Secretariat17:00-18:00 Return from Lake Malawi  

Salima: Livingstonia 

Beach Hotel

stDAY 3:  FRIDAY 1  SEPTEMBER 2023

From 06:00 Departures begin
GC Malawi Secretariat,

SFA and AUDA-NEPAD

Closing Remarks and 
Touring of Innovations

Prof. Emmanuel Kaunda, 

NCST Board Chairperson 

Networking Session
/ Cocktail

GC Partners Interaction 
with Malawi Researchers

Panel Discussion 2: 
Prospects for research 
and innovation 
ecosystem development 
in Malawi

Moderator: 

Dr Joseph Nagoli, 

National Planning

Commission (NPC)

Panelists for second

session:

   Prof. Ken Maleta, 

   NCST Commissioner

   Prof. Sajidu–VC UNIMA

   Fr Dr Wilfred Sumani, 

   Vice Chancellor, CUNIMA

   Dr Napoleon Dzombe

   Entrepreneur

   Ms Loveness Gondwe, 

   Former Deputy Speaker of 

   Parliament - Representing 

   the general public

   Dr. Tasokwa Chibowa, 

   Chief of Party,

   THES Program

11:20-12:00

12:00-12:10

18:00-17:00

l
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The need to address global as well as national socio-
economic challenges has led us to gather here today. 
In a special way, I welcome you to the Launch of Grand 
Challenges Malawi (GCM) at the Bingu International 
Convention Centre (BICC) in Lilongwe, Capital City of 
Malawi. It has been a long journey to come this far.

The overall theme of the GCM launch is “Unlocking 
strategic investments for collaborative research”. The 
GCM will foster an environment that nurtures research 
and innovation, and interdisciplinary collaboration. It is 
a platform where ideas will converge, minds will meet, 
and solutions will be born. By encouraging researchers, 
scholars, and visionaries to come together, we aspire to 
create a vibrant innovation ecosystem that not only ad-
vances the boundaries of human knowledge but also 
addresses pressing grand challenges that confront our 
society in the 21st century.

The milestone that has been attained today has pro-
vided a new platform and opportunity to fund research 
and innovation, creation of networks and collaboration 
to share bold ideas among the participants. During the 
launch of Grand Challenges Malawi, a series of activi-

ties have been planned including: The offi-
cial launch of the Grand Challenges Malawi 
by the Minister of Education; Delivery of the 
keynote speech; Panel discussions; Signing 
an MoU between NCST and SFA Foundation; 
Publishing a Request for proposal (RFP); 
and Innovation Exhibitions. The Organizing 
Committee therefore wishes everyone an 
impactful and memorable launch.

The launch of GCM has been organized by 
the National Commission for Science and 
Technology (NCST) in collaboration with 
the Ministry of Education, through Depart-
ment of Science, Technology and Innovation 
(DSTI), National Council for Higher Education 
(NCHE) and SFA Foundation - Grand Chal-
lenges Africa (GCA) and the African Union 
Development Agency - New Partnership for 
Africa’s Development (AUDA-NEPAD).

On behalf of the Organising Committee I 
thank all invited guests from national Grand 
Challenges and global partners, and also 
participants from Malawi including develop-
ment partners.  Special thanks are extended 
to global renowned key speakers, policy-
makers, development partners, academia, 
researchers and industry partners. 

My key message to the innovation eco-
system players is “let us embrace this new 
initiative with optimism and determination 
as we support our researchers to collabo-
rate and innovate, and pave the way for a 
future that is driven by research and fueled 
by creativity”.

Thank you for your unwavering support and 
for being a part of this transformative jour-
ney.

GC MALAWI CHAIRPERSON’S
LAUNCH MESSAGE

Kondwani Gondwe 
Acting Director of Planning,
Chair of the Committee
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Noleen Bhebhe
Program Officer 
AUDA-NEPAD

Kondwani Gondwe
Acting Director of
Planning,
Chair of the Committee

Maria Stella Namyalo
Program Officer 
AUDA-NEPAD

Prof. Chomora Mikeka
Director of Science 
Technology and 
Innovation (MOE)

Simon Ndoria
Program Officer - Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship
SFA Foundation

Mphatso Phiri
Director of Finance and 
Administration

Catherine Chaweza
Chief Information,
Education and 
Communications
Services Officer

Dr Cecilia Maliwichi 
-Nyirenda
Vice Board Chairperson 
NCST

Nqobile Zwane
PRO AUDA-NEPAD



LAUNCH PROGRAM
GRAND CHALLENGES MALAWI

43 30th August, 2023

Dr. Elizabeth Bandason
President - Malawi 
Academy of Sciences

Yalonda Mwanza
Research Officer - 
Health, Social SCiences 
and Humanities

Thomas Kaluvi
Technology Transfer 
Officer

Zacheous Kantchowa
ICT Officer

Davies Mbela
Communications
Officer

Yohane Chimbalanga
Research Officer -
Agriculture

Dr. Seffren Khumula
Financial Accountant

Grace Chirwa
Research Assistant

Isaac Chingota
Chief Technology 
Transfer Officer
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Eddah Tethani
Secretary - Planning

Ellen Funsani
Secretary
Documentation

Ishmael Nyirenda
Chief Registration 
Officer National Council 
for Higher Education

Hannah Mwenye
Communications
Assistant

Hambani Gausi
Chief Documentation 
and Information 
Services Officer

Fredrick Munthali
Chief Engineering, 
Design, Energy and
Industry

Tisunge Mwale
Procurement Assistant

Haswell Luka
ICT Assistant

Noel Kafuwa
Research Assistant
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Mike Kachedwa
Chief Research Services 
Officer - HSSH

Lekeni Wiyo
Communications
Assistant

Dr. Takondwa Mwase

AUDA-NEPAD
Consultant

Dr. MacPherson 
Matewere
Senior Science and 
Technology Officer

Christopher Khunga
ICT Assistant

Lyson Kampira
Chief Research Services 
Officer - ANS

Josephy Nandewe
Assistant Administration 
Officer

Judith Kamunga
Research Assistant

Prof. Leonard
Kamwanja
CJED National Focal 
Point (Malawi)
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NOTES

Unlocking Strategic Investments Through  Collaborative Research
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