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German Research Foundation (DFG)


TWAS-DFG Cooperation Visits Programme

for scientists from sub-Saharan Africa, including South Africa
Under this programme, researchers are assisted in making a ‘Cooperation Visit’ to an institute in Germany.
Such visits will have a duration of no more than three (3) months and must be undertaken within 12 months of the award.

The aim of the visit is to discuss research collaboration with German scientists with the ultimate goal of developing longer-term collaboration, perhaps through other DFG programmes.

TWAS will cover health insurance and travel expenses, while DFG will provide subsistence costs for the stay in Germany.

The administration and financial operation of TWAS is undertaken by UNESCO in accordance with an agreement between UNESCO and the Italian Government for TWAS.

Deadline: 31 March each year
Successful applicants will be informed 3 months after this deadline.

Eligibility:

· Applicants must hold a PhD and must have obtained it not earlier than 2012;
· Applicants must be nationals of a sub-Saharan African country, including South Africa, 
and hold a research position in sub-Saharan Africa.

· Applicants already on site in Germany are not eligible.

· Successful applicants can only reapply once for another cooperation visit.

· Women scientists are especially encouraged to apply.

Process:

Applicants must complete the attached Application Form. 

Applicants also need to submit:

· CV, maximum two pages and a list of 6 publications.

· a recent invitation letter from a German host – on the host institution’s letterhead paper – which should contain the proposed time of the visit (up to 3 months) and should refer to the proposed cooperation. It should be made evident that the applicant and the proposed host have been in contact regarding the scientific work to be done during the visit and that the conditions for conducting the work have been agreed in terms of the timing of the visit and the facilities available. Eligible institutions in Germany are listed at: www.dfg.de/dfg_profil/gremien/gremium/index.jsp?id=21787243 A list of available institutions searchable by scientific field and geographical location, etc., is available here: http://research-explorer.dfg.de/research_explorer.en.html
· two reference letters from senior scientists familiar with your work. Referees must send signed letters as attachments via e-mail directly to TWAS. The subject line should contain the text ‘TWAS-DFG programme’ and the candidate’s surname. Alternatively, letters should be sent in sealed envelopes by post.
· A copy of your PhD certificate plus evidence of proficiency in either English or German.
Completed applications, together with the supporting documentation, should be sent by email to: exchanges@twas.org
or as hard copies to:

· TWAS secretariat

ICTP campus

Strada Costiera 11

34151 Trieste

Italy

Other information

· Applicants must provide evidence that they will return to their home country upon completion of their Cooperation Visit.

· TWAS-DFG Cooperation Visits do not include provisions for accompanying family members.

· Applications for part-time visits will be considered ineligible.

· Incomplete/unsigned applications will not be accepted. This also applies to submissions by fax and electronic mail, which must include all enclosures and be signed (either digitally or by including a scanned signature).

· Successful applicants must not take up other assignments during the period of their Cooperation Visits.

· TWAS shall be entitled to a repayment of all or part of any funds paid to an applicant hereunder, in the event that the applicant intentionally or negligently fails to fulfil any or all of the above conditions. The applicant agrees to pay any reasonable legal and/or collection costs incurred by TWAS to obtain the repayment.
Enclosures checklist

	Important: Ensure that ALL relevant enclosures are included with the completed application form!

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Curriculum Vitae (2 pages maximum and list of 6 publications).
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Official letter of acceptance from a potential collaborator in a German research institution.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 PhD certificate.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Reference letters.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Certificate of proficiency in English or German.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A copy of passport. (Only the page(s) with personal details and photograph.)


OTHER INFORMATION

	How did you find out about TWAS-DFG Cooperation Visit Programmes? (Please tick one only)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Direct mailing [to institution].
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 TWAS website.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Word of mouth/email from colleague
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please specify)



	APPLICATION FORM

of Scientists under the Agreement of Scientific Cooperation



Reference number (for DFG use only):      
	Field (tick one box only):

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Agricultural Sciences
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Structural, Cell. & Molecular Biology


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Biological Systems & Organisms
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Medical & Health Sciences, including Neurosciences

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Chemical Sciences 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Engineering Sciences
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Astronomy, Space & Earth Sciences

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mathematical Sciences 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Physics
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Social Sciences

	Name:      
First name:      
Passport-No.:      
Valid until: 
Nationality: 
	Date of birth:      
Place of birth:      
Phone:      
Fax:      
Email: 

	Present position:      
Academic degrees:      

	Present institute (address):

     

	Length of visit:      
Expected start of visit:      

	Field of research under which visit is planned:

     

	Reasons for research visit:

     

	Requests for the programme of the research visit (scientific insti​tutes, names and contact numbers of colleagues expected to meet; topics of discussions; expected duration of stay at each institute):

     

	Topics of lectures willing to offer:
     


	Signature of Applicant


	Place and date

     


	Supporting statement from the head/director of your HOME institute:

     

	Signature of Head of Institute


	Place and date

     


	Research proposal (max. 3 pages)

	1.0 Title of proposal:      


	2.0 Scientific Background: 


	3.1 General objective: 


	3.2 Specific objectives: 


	4.0 Methodology: 


	5.0 Expected output: 


	6.0 Feasible timescale of work: 


	7.0 Are there already plans for further collaboration between your home institution and your host? 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
     No  FORMCHECKBOX 

If yes, please provide a short description: 


	8.0 Impact of the visit on your career: 




